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From: autodelete66@yahoo.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:32 PM

Subject: STOP Media Diversity:Let GIANT MEGA-CORPS run 95% media

RECEIVED

APR _ g 2003

Fed -
Bal Gom Commissign

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps
Minications

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

Please do your partto STIFLE Dissentand let a few
GIANT MEGA-CORPS control 95% of the airwaves ans make
a BIG LIE of Freedom of SPEECH in U.S.A.IN!! The rest
of the world is watching.

Sincerely,

Shanti Renfrew
0 Mail Here
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140
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From: mlebert@umich.edu
To: Michael Copps
Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:32 PM
Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

APR - 8 2003
FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps o

Federal CommunicationsCommission
Gfficeot the Secretary

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competitionand diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the publicto review

and commenton any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:mlebert@umich.edu
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Sincerely,

Mary Lebert
7401 Valley Forge
Brighton, Michigan 48116
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From: autodelete66@yahoo com
To: Mike Powell
Date: Tue, Apr 1.2003 2:32 PM
Subject: STOP Media Diversity:Let GIANT MEGA-CORPS run 95% media RECE,VED
APR - 8 2003

Federal Communicatip ,

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell Office of the S;‘.;ec&mymmb"

445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

Please do your partto STIFLE Dissentand let a few
GIANT MEGA-CORPS control 95% of the airwaves ans make
a BIG LIE of Freedom of SPEECH in U.S.A.Illl The rest
of the world is watching.

Sincerely,

Shanti Renfrew
0 Mail Here
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140



From: buffardi@u.washington.edu P

To: Mike Powell

Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:32 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process
RECEIVED

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell APR - 82003

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554 Federal Communications Commisgi
Ofﬁce Ofu'.le Secreta,y o

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changesto broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued infinal
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see tile strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:buffardi@u.washington.edu
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Sincerely,

Anne Buffardi
4917 Wallingford Ave. N
Seattle, Washington 98103
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From: buffardi@u.washington.edu
To: Michael Copps
Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:32 PM
Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keepthe FCC Rulemaking an Open Process
FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps APR -8 2003
Federal Communications Commission
Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps, Office of the Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and commenton any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:buffardi@u.washington.edu
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Sincerely,

Anne Buffardi
4917 Wallingford Ave. N
Seattle, Washington 98103
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From: autodelete66@yahoo.com
To: Kathleen Abernathy
Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:32 PM
Subject: STOP Media Diversity:Let GIANT MEGA-CORPSrun 95% media RECF'VED
AFR - 8 2003
Federal icati
FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy OC#{:;";" m Commission

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

Please do your partto STIFLE Dissent and let a few
GIANT MEGA-CORPS control 95% of the airwaves ans make
a BIG LIE of Freedom of SPEECH in U.S.A.llll The rest
of the world is watching.

Sincerely,

Shanti Renfrew
0 Mail Here
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140


mailto:autodelete66@yahoo.com
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From: mlebert@umich.edu
To: Kathleen Abernathy
Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:32 PM
Subiect: Preserve Media Diversitv: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process
APR -8 2003
FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secratary

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modificationof these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued infinal
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the contentand slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local mediafor advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:mlebert@umich.edu
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Sincerely,

Mary Lebert
7401 Valley Forge
Brighton, Michigan 48116
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From: buffardi@u.washinaton.edu ' o
To: Kathleen Abernathy
Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:32 PM
Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process
FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy RECE'VED
Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, APR -8 2003
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently Federal Commumications Comnission
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership Office of e Secratary

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers
that could reduce competition and diversity in the
media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued infinal
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received 0n any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

publicwill help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:buffardi@u.washinaton.edu
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Sincerely,

Anne Buffardi
4917 Wallingford Ave. N
Seattle, Washington 98103
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From: proartist@aol.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:34 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to humerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:proartist@aol.com

| Sharon Jenkins - Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC RulemakinganOpenProcess " paga? |

Sincerely,

Judith Detert-Moriarty
23 S. Atwood Ave.
Janesville. Wisconsin 535454003
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From: hickey@cupe5167.org

To: Michael Copps

Date: Tue. Apr 1.2003 2:34 PM

Subiject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will helpthe Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any prepesed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keepthe rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:hickey@cupe5167.org
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Sincerely,

Bill Hickey

4386 Henry Ave.
Beamsville. LOR 1B6
Canada
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From: proartist@aol.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Tue, Apr 1.2003 2:34 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will helpthe Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:proartist@aol.com
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Sincerely,

Judith Detert-Moriarty
23 S. Atwood Ave.
Janesville. Wisconsin 53545-4003
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From: proattist@aol.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Tue. Apr 1,2003 2:34 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changesto broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Beforethe media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourageyou to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:proattist@aol.com

Sincerely,

Judith Detert-Moriarty
23 S. Atwood Ave.
Janesville. Wisconsin 535454003
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From: hickey@cupe5167.org

To: Mike Powell

Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:34 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman lichael K. Powell
445 12th Street 3W
Washington, D1 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changesto broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued infinal
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourageyou to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:hickey@cupe5167.org
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Sincerely,

Bill Hickey

4386 Henry Ave.
Beamsville, LOR 1B6
Canada
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From: hickey@cupe5167.org

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Tue, Apr 1, 2003 2:34 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will helpthe Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourageyou to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its powerto
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:hickey@cupe5167.org
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Sincerely,

Bill Hickey

4386 Henry Ave.
Bearnsville, LOR 1B6
Canada
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From: steelec@cdnet.cod.edu

To: Michael Copps

Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:35 PM

Subiject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:steelec@cdnet.cod.edu
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Sharon Jenkins - Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process.

Sincerely,

Chuck Steele
202 South Morgan Avenue
Wheaton, lllinois 60187
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From: nvaughnl @bellsouth.net

To: Mike Powell

Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:35 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

lencourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its powerto
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

NolaVaughn
1639 Panorama Lane
Birmingham,Alabama 35216
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From: nvaughnl @bellsouth.net

To: Michael Copps

Date: Tue, Apr 1,2003 2:35 PM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant maodification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will helpthe Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its powerto
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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